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This report covers the period of November 2017 - December 2018, representing the
interval between the establishment of the Centre for Bat Research and Conservation,
and the end of 2018, a little over one year of activity. In the case of the Romanian Bat
Portal at www.lilieci.ro, the report covers the period of December 2016 - December 2018,
starting from the moment of activation to the present.

FOREWORD

Together, like in a colony...
Bats have long discovered that the challenges of
life are best solved together. In nursery colonies,
newborns are protected by a group of mothers.
After their first independent flights, these juveniles
will follow adults to caves where they will try, in
equally protective colonies, to survive the difficult,
food-lacking winter period.
The Centre for Bat Research and Conservation
exists for one year and a bit, but the fundamental
ideas that have led to its establishment, as well as
the professional experience of its members have
existed for years. From the moment we set up
ourselves, we kept on working constantly, a fact
probably familiar to colleagues from likeminded
organizations.
The challenges of bat conservation, similar to
those of general nature protection, are complex,
persistent and sometimes unpredictable, just like
the life of a bat colony. Following the example of
bats we can face these challenges together. And
we will inevitably realize, together, that these
challenges are not so complex, not so persistent or
unpredictable.
Our organization’s team is small but dedicated.
Through this report, I would like to thank all our
members for their efforts from this initial period,
hoping that we will keep this momentum also in
the upcoming years. It is now time to look back,
even though this “year and a bit” seems to have
flown with the speed of a giant noctule. Yeah, pretty
fast.
Signed,
A grateful president
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SUMMARY
The Centre for Bat Research and
Conservation (CBRC), set up at the end of
2017, is a Romanian nonprofit association
active in the field of bat research and
protection. Headquartered in Cluj-Napoca,
the organization operates nationwide.
The objectives set at the time of the
establishment cover the whole area of bat
research, and in the reporting period we
already have the first results.
The CBCR monitors dozens of nationally
and continentally important Romanian
bat roosts, including caves and other
underground locations, as well as churches
and historic buildings. Monitoring is
complemented by concrete scientific
research in collaboration with prestigious
foreign institutions.
In order for a transparent and efficient
dialogue within the Romanian bat research
community, our organization has created
and maintains several communication
channels. The 3rd Romanian Bat Research
Conference was organized this year by the
CBRC.
Our organization offers free advice to
the general public in case of unexpected
encounters. Bat conservation solutions also
exist for complex projects or investments, the
CBRC being able to provide expert advice in
these cases. A specific case is the cleaning of
the guano accumulated in some locations
(ex. loft and towers of churches). So far, our
organization has cleaned six such locations.
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Raising public awareness about the
importance of bats is an indispensable
element of bat conservation, the CBRC
organizing several events that have
succeeded in mobilizing a large number
of people. An example is the International
Bat Night where, during the 2018 edition
of Cluj-Napoca, we had over 800 visitors.
The Romanian „Bat of the year”
initiative also belongs to the members
of the CBRC, a process by which, via a
public vote, a Romanian bat species
is designated as winner, and then
popularized throughout the year. This
designation helps to raise awareness of
the importance or vulnerability of the
species. In 2019 we will already have the
3rd edition of this campaign.
Our projects also focus on the inclusion
of several interest groups in bat
conservation. We are currently running
a project funded by the Columbus Zoo
& Aquarium, dedicated specifically to
cavers. The portfolio of CBRC’s activities
is complemented by attendance at
several national conferences and the
representation of Romania as scientific
focal point within the EUROBATS
agreement.
Without the support of many institutions,
companies and private individuals,
getting all these results would have been
a much slower process. We would like
to thank all our partners, sponsors and
contributors for their support.
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ABOUT US
The Centre for Bat Research and
Conservation (CBRC) is a Romanian
NGO established in 2017, by several bat
enthusiasts across Romania. While our
organization may be young, our members
experience in bat research and protected
areas spans over 15 years.
The CBRC’s purpose is to research and conserve Romanian bats
(Chiroptera), as well as their habitats and roosts, in order to protect
nature in general, and to strive towards a healthier environment
for us all. Headquartered in Cluj-Napoca, the organization operates
nationwide.
The CBRC is headed by a board of directors consisting of the
president, vice-president and secretary, but decisions are usually
made after consultation with all members. At present, we have 13
members spread across several corners of the country, such as ClujNapoca, Reșița, Zărnești or Constanța.
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OUR OBJECTIVES
The CBRC has 15 objectives, and for 14 of these we already have
results for the reporting period. The most important objectives refer
to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Research and monitoring of the Romanian bat fauna;
Implementing concrete bat conservation projects;
Facilitating the participation of several interest groups in bat
conservation;
Bat conservation through the involvement of the public;
Maintaining / improving the Romanian Bat Portal www.lilieci.ro;
Informing decision makers about the status of the Romanian
bat fauna;
Improving professional relationships with similar organizations
from Romania and Europe;
Contributing to bat research and conservation at the
international level;
Specific consultancy on different projects, as well as for the
general public.

For a complete list of objectives visit the About / CBRC
section of the www.lilieci.ro portal.
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MONITORING & RESEARCH
In order to have a continuous and clear vision about the most
important bat colonies of Romania, one of the key activities that
CBCR is performing, is the monitoring of roosts used by these
colonies. These concern caves, potholes or other underground
locations, as well as churches or other historic buildings, which are
preferred locations of colonies with hundreds, thousands, or even
tens of thousands of bats.
At present, the CBRC monitors over 50% of the 70 caves with
colonies of national and continental importance from Romania, as
well as 6 historic buildings with colonies of national importance.
In addition to monitoring, the CBRC participates in several
international research efforts on current aspects of this domain.
One example is the study of WNS (white nose syndrome), where we
collaborate with prestigious institutions from the United States and
Germany.
Overall, in the 2017-2018 period, our organization made 135 visits
to 98 different sites. During these visits we directly observed over
170.000 bats of 25 species (out of the 32 Romanian species). CBRC
teams reached almost every corner of Romania, and areas like
Transylvania and Banat, the center of the country (Făgăraş and
Piatra Craiului Mountains), and south-eastern Dobrogea.
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THE COLONIES OF
HUDA LUI PAPARĂ
The pinnacle of Romanian
bat populations

In the winter of 2018, the CBRC
team carried out the annual
monitoring of one of the most
important bat colonies in Europe.
The Huda lui Papară Cave, from
the Trascău Mountains, hosts a
remarkable hibernating bat fauna,
which can even cross the threshold
of 100.000 bats.
During March 2018 we counted
over 37.000 pipistrelles (Pipistrellus
pipistrellus), over 34.000 Schreiber’s
bats (Miniopterus schreibersii),
thousands of large Myotis (Myotis
myotis and Myotis blythii) and
other species. In total, over 76.000
bats.
Due to the fact that it is home to
one of the largest bat colonies on
the continent, Huda lui Papară is
the central symbol of Romanian
bat conservation. For this reason,
we support the continuous
implementation of seasonal
restrictions on site visits in critical
periods, as well as the protection
of habitats around the Huda lui
Papară Cave.

The research and monitoring activities of
the CBRC are authorized by the competent
authorities of this field, as well as by the
administrations and custodians of the
protected areas within our area of activity.
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COMMUNITY
Transparent communication between the members of a professional
circle is essential in forming common viewpoints or approaches,
resulting in better decisions, as well as in a better and clearer public
image. At present, the bat expert community in Romania includes
around 30-35 people, but internal communication has been sporadic
for a decade.
In order to improve and maintain a more effective communication
inside our community, in 2016, even before the official establishment
of the CBRC, we decided to create several internal communication
channels. At present, the organization maintains these channels, which
correspond to the modern telecommunication era.

Similarly, in 2017 we launched the first edition of the Romanian “Bat of
the year” selection, in which the bat research community has the role of
designating three bat species, three finalists, which are then offered to
the public for the final vote. In addition, the www.lilieci.ro portal offers
all bat researchers the opportunity to publish articles on any concrete
topic from this domain.
The CBRC also resurrected the series of national bat conferences, with
its third edition organized in October 2018.
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THE NATIONAL BAT
RESEARCH CONFERENCE
Smells like hot bat researcher brain...

Between October 19-21, 2018, the CBRC organized the 3rd
Romanian Bat Research Conference in Cernatu de Sus, Covasna
county. The event brought together the vast majority of bat
experts from Romania, as well as two colleagues from the
United Kingdom.
With a total of 29 participants, representing 15 institutions, nongovernmental organizations and protected areas, we consider
that the event was a successful one. The 13 presentations and 5
posters brought by our colleagues have detailed recent results
on specific topics.
Based on the vote of participants, we selected and awarded
the best presentation (about the efficiency of catching bats)
and the best poster (about the bats from Sugău Cave). The
organization of the conference received significant support
from Pettersson Elektronik AB, a manufacturer of the highest
quality ultrasound detectors. We thank them for their support,
as well as the participants for a constructive meeting.
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CONSULTANCY & CONSERVATION
Bats are everywhere around us, not just in caves or old forests.
Many times, bats are at an armslenght, causing both positive
and negative reactions. At times it can even happen that
authorities need consultancy for specific projects.
Our organization offers free advice to the public in case
of accidental contact with bats. In the period 2017-2018,
we received dozens of phone calls and online messages
containing clear or less clear questions about bats. By clarifying
the reported situations, we have increased the group of people
who appreciate the role of bats in the ecosystems around us.
In spite of the fact that there are many methods that protect
both bat colonies and the buildings they occupy, in historic
buildings the presence of large colonies can genuinely cause
problems. Meeting these challenges head on, our organization
monitors several colonies located in Romanian churches,
offering specialized consultancy and also concrete activities.
In partnership with the Romanian Permaculture Association
(RPA), during the reporting period we cleaned six locations,
gathering approx. 4.5 tons of guano. This guano is used by
our colleagues from RPA to increase soil fertility and organic
gardening in the “Cultivate the City” (Cultivă Orașul) initiative.
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THE FORTIFIED CHURCH OF MOȘNA
A sweaty partnership and a van filled with guano

The Fortified Church of Moşna is home, during summer, to one of the
most important nursery colonies of Romania. With over 1.000 large
Myotis (Myotis myotis and Myotis blythii), this is one of the largest
building-dwelling colonies of Romania.
At the beginning of 2018, in partnership with the RPA, we carried out
one of the largest guano cleaning actions from a Romanian historic
building. In order not to disturb bats, this action took place during
the winter, in the absence of the colony. The joint CBRC-RPA team
gathered no less than 120 large guano bags from the church tower.
The protection of the colony is mandatory, a protection that can be
attained with an undisturbed environment (ex. without visits during
the summer) and with bat friendly methods of building renovation.
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RAISING AWARENESS
FOR THE PUBLIC
The public wants to know about bats! This is what we can conclude
from the events organized by the CBRC in 2017 and 2018, during
which we offered the public a diverse experience regarding bats.
Like other organizations in Romania, the CBRC participates in the
“International Bat Night” event series, having the goal of popularizing
bats for the general public. We were the main organizers of the 2017
and 2018 Cluj-Napoca editions of the IBN, and that of the 2018 Lisa
edition (Braşov county). We partnered with the Matei and Friends
Association, for this year’s event in Petrila, Hunedoara County. The
events listed above brought together over 1.500 visitors.
Within the „Protected Area Week” of 2018 (coordinated at national
level by ProPark - Foundation for Protected Areas), we participated
with an activity for visually imparied children of Cluj-Napoca. In
the “Alexandru Borza” Botanical Garden, we discussed about the
children’s perception on bats, and listened to bat ultrasounds.
In addition to these events, the CBRC was invited to give
presentations about the world of bats in several cities of Romania,
such as Constanța, Oradea, Făgăraș and Cluj-Napoca, with over 15
presentations gathering hundreds of participants.
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THE INTERNATIONAL BAT NIGHT,
2018 Cluj-Napoca edition
A night to remember

Each major event includes a culmination point. That’s when
organizers feel they have underestimated the enthusiasm of
visitors. On September 15, 2018, at the 2018 Cluj-Napoca edition of
the International Bat Night, this point was around 19:00.
Like a hungry bat colony rushing out of a cave entrance, the
wave of visitors flowed continuously to the event. The Japanese
Garden’s small pavilion became overcrowded, and the organizers
were hardly able to face the public’s enthusiasm.
These elements included a photo exhibition, an ultrasound themed educative trail, a fun corner for kids, detailed
presentations and printed materials about bats, as well as the
chance to dive into the world of bats through personalized photos.
The 2018 Cluj-Napoca edition of the International Bat Night
gathered no fewer than 800 visitors from all generations. We
thank the organizing partners for their involvement, as well as the
“Alexandru Borza” Botanical Garden for hosting the event.

More photos about CBRC events and presentations
can be viewed on our Lilieci.ro Facebook page, in
the Education (Educație) and Bat Night (Noaptea
Liliecilor) albums.
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MÉHELY’S HORSESHOE BAT
Bat of the year 2018 in Romania

The CBRC launched on 6 December 2017 the public vote
for the “Bat of the year 2018“. A total of 413 votes were cast,
Méhely’s horseshoe bat gathering 51% of them. Designated
with the title “Bat of the Year 2018” in Romania, the species
was popularized in all subsequent CBRC events, online, as well
as in frame of several scientific presentations.
Méhely’s horseshoe bat (Rhinolophus mehelyi) is a vulnerable
species according to IUCN, forming colonies exclusively in
caves. Populations in Romania have been severely impacted
by the degradation of caves and uncontrolled tourism,
and intensive farming that has led to the modification and
fragmentation of feeding habitats. New colonies have recently
been discovered in the Banat region, but the total population
in Romania is probably under 1.000 bats.
It is recommended to protect caves used by the species,
including through responsible tourism, which avoids colonies
during sensitive winter and summer periods. Maintaining
feeding habitats is, in turn, also essential for the species.
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BATS IN THE MEDIA
In the modern era of telecommunication and social media, nature and
bat conservation is just a click away. Our organization maintains several
social media channels (Facebook, Instagram), providing the audience
with a visually accessible, easy-to-read window to the world of bats. The
follower base of these channels is steadily growing.
But our most important online resource is the Romanian Bat Portal at
www.lilieci.ro. Activated on December 6, 2016, the portal has gathered
more than 23,000 visitors over the past two years, with an average of 32
visitors / day. They come from the following countries:

The evolution of visitor numbers on the portal for dec. 2016 - dec. 2018:

Our initiatives have been the subject of several interviews, for example
in Radio România Cultural, the Cluj-Napoca branch of the national TV
and radio, and Radio Agnus. We also published an informative article
in the Művelődés magazine. However, the highlight was when the
Bat Conservation Trust (one of the most prestigious bat conservation
organizations in Europe) gave us the chance of a feature article about
the status of cave-dwelling bat colonies of Romania.
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SCIENTIFIC PRESENCE
The life of bat researchers includes in a mandatory manner the
attendance at scientific meetings and conferences. Here, results are
discussed, approaches and methods adjusted, new ideas are born, or
simply field trips are being organized to exciting areas.
In the 2017-2018 period the CBRC participated with scientific
presentations at several events of this kind. Examples include the ClujNapoca Biology Days, with a detailed presentation about Méhely’s
horseshoe bat (the Bat of the year 2018 in Romania), or the Romanian
National Bat Research Conference, with two scientific presentations:
one about the bat fauna of Făgetul Clujului, and another about the bat
fauna of the East Park, Cluj-Napoca.
At the invitation of our colleagues from the United Kingdom, in
September 2018, we had the opportunity to present the situation
of Romanian cave-dwelling bat colonies in front of hundreds of
bat experts gathered at the National Bat Conference, organized in
Nottingham by the Bat Conservation Trust.
At present, together with colleagues from prestigious foreign research
institutions, we are working on analyzing multiple data sets collected
also by CBRC members, an analysis that will be finalized by articles
published in ISI indexed journals.
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PROJECTS
Durable changes in bat conservation can
be achieved through concrete projects
implemented around focused topics. These
projects, implemented together with various
stakeholder groups or decision-makers, can
deliver a truly effective result.
Currently the CBRC implements a project strictly for cavers, funded by
the Columbus Zoo & Aquarium (Ohio, United States). We believe that
real conservation of cave-dwelling bat colonies can not be obtained
without the active involvement of that group of people who visits
the underground environment most frequently. A first activity of the
project took place in September 2018, a training on the identification of
typical cave-dwelling bat species.
The CBRC is also involved in drafting the edition no. 2 of the Atlas of
European Mammals, which will surely become a reference work for in
field of mammal research. The team of bats experts from Romania is
coordinated by a CBRC member.
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INTERNATIONAL
Bats do not care about classical country
boundaries, just the way the effects of human
activities do not take into account these
boundaries. Thus, one of CBRC’s objectives is to
contribute to the research and conservation of
bats at the international level.
Starting from 2017, we participate at the
annual meetings of the EUROBATS Advisory
Committee, the last meeting being held in May
2018 in Tallinn, Estonia. During these meetings,
member states discuss the evolution of bat
conservation.
In September 2018, combined with our participation at National
Bat Conference of the United Kingdom, we also had a multi-day
experience exchange with UK colleagues.We visited several locations
where bat conservation is really a top priority, and we learned about
regional bat monitoring projects.
In October 2018 the current CBRC president was appointed by the
Romanian Ministry of Environment as national scientific focal point for
the EUROBATS agreement. Among other aspects, the scientific focal
point coordinates the elaboration of the national report for EUROBATS,
and maintains continuous communication with the Romanian bat
research community and the Ministry of Environment.
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PARTNER ORGANIZATIONS
Our organization has initiated a series of partnerships and
collaborations with several organizations, administrations and
custodians of protected areas, as well as educational centres or other
entities.
These partnerships refer, among other things, to the monitoring of
bats from important areas (ex. caves from national and natural parks),
conservation projects for protected areas (ex. the bats of Făgetul
Clujului), or education activities (ex. the International Bat Night).
The results obtained together highlight the necessity and benefit of
working together. We thank our partners and collaborators for their
confidence in us!
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SPONSORS & CONTRIBUTORS
During the reporting period, the CBRC received support from
several companies and organizations. Without these, our activities
would have been much more difficult to implement. Thank you!

We are grateful to many of our colleagues for their financial and / or
professional support, especially but not exclusively to the bat research
community of Romania, as well as to:
Alexandra Corduneanu, Ana
Stamatescu, Andrea Strauss, Anna
Szabó, Antonia Oprișan, Attila D.
Sándor, Bálint Markó, Barry Collins,
Claudiu Rusu, Cristina Dudan, Csaba
Jére, Dan Stoica, Daniela Borda,
Dénes Dobrosi, Dragoș Măntoiu,
Ferenc Kölcsei, Gisela Stople, Imola
Kerezsy, Ioan Coroiu, Irina Pocora,
István Csősz, Katalin Bücs, Katalin
Kós, Karin Hann, Lars Pettersson,
Laura Istrate, Levente Barti,

Levente Bücs, Liliana Jarda,
Marius Vlaicu, Matt Cook, Mihai
Paul Constantinescu, Mircea
Jumanca, Roxana Ionescu,
Roxana Iordăchescu, Sébastien
Puechmaille, Sergiu Dudan,
Ștefănică Elefteriu, Suren
Gazaryan, Szabolcs Kövecsi,
Tibor Kálmán Dáné, Tobias
Garstecki, Tony Mitchell-Jones,
Virgil Jumanca, Viorel Pocora,
Zsolt Barabás și mulți alți.

People who decided to support us with 2% of their income tax
contributed significantly to our activities. The CBRC’s printed materials
would be much poorer from the visual point of view without the
photographic contribution of Dénes Dobrosi, Ioan Pan and Dan Tăuţan.
The messages about the importance and benefits of bats in the
environment is further shared by 45 bat emissaries from 8 different
countries. Thank you!

20

FINANCIAL
For the reporting period (from
the end of 2017, till the end of
2018), the organization’s income
originates from several sources,
respectively: membership
fees, 2% type donations, online
donations on our official page,
sponsorships and fundings
received for projects, as well
as other types of income
(ex. registration costs for
conferences):

Of the available budget
we spent especially for the
implementation of projects as
well as for the scientific research.
A significant percentage has
been invested in activities for
the Romanian bat research
community, for example in
organizing the 3rd National Bat
Research Conference.
Significant amounts have been
allocated to activities for the
public (materials, presentations,
etc.) and consultancy, as well as
to international representation
(ex. at the UK National Bat
Conference). Thus, we have had
expenditures for:
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CONTACT
Centre for Bat Research and Conservation
Office: Aleea Peana nr. 14, ap. 3
Cluj-Napoca, Cluj county, Romania
Email: contact@lilieci.ro
Mobile: +40747 921 684
Web: www.lilieci.ro
Facebook: Lilieci.ro
Instagram: lilieci_ro

DONATIONS
In case you would like to support our activities
(financially, with equipment or human resources) and
thus to contribute to Romanian bat conservation, you
can do it either by visiting our official donations page
(link below) or by contacting us directly. Thank you!
The CBRC’s donation page on GoGetFunding:
https://gogetfunding.com/for-bats-and-their-future/

Cover photo: Dénes Dobrosi. Photo authors: Szilárd-Lehel Bücs, Corina
Penet, Georgiana Mărginean, Ioan Pan, Henrietta Onodi.
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